A 36-fpot Humt Harrier
and Concordia yowl No. 34,

Waldo Howland,
the confervator, aboard

his schooner; Integrity

BY TED D ANFORTTAN SRS

I sball unfold to thee a two-fold
tale. - Parmenides

very boat has its story, the

story of how it came 1o by

and who built it the

when, the where, and the

why. Some of these storics

are more imeresting than others. The

story of Waldo Howland and Ray Hunt

of the Concordia vawl and the decp

vee hull, surcly must be reckoned as
one of the best

It is a study in contrasts, the story of

the va. the new, tradition vs. nno

vation, workboat vs. vacht, fiberglass

v, wood, sailboat vs. powerboat, and

designing va. building. Ray Humnt was

the great innovator of the middie of the
2inh ry, and Waldo Howland, the
Rreal Conservalon
These twio men straggght ot of Cen
tral Casting for the guict New Englander
personally embaodied baoth the con
scrvative and innovative traditions of the
region. Together and separately they
created two classics that at first would
scem o be diametncal opposiies, bt
Closer inspection are united by their per
fect forms — lorms that have endured
4 half-Century

he story continues into the present

day with the class of 103 Concordias
still enther sailing or in restoraton, and
with untold thouwsands of powerboats
with Ray Hunt's decpyvee hull — and
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snce 1997 with the new Hunt Yaches
designed by O Ravmond Hunt Assoch
ates in Boston and buiht b €] Com
posites in Padanaram, Mass. (sce ac-
COMNPANVIng ston )

Humt has been called the New Eng

fand Archimedes He was the unsung
genius whio imented the decpyec hull
that revolutiontzed powerboat design
as well as the original Boston Whaler
the 110 and 220 sailing dinghics, and
the transomiess lobsicr ot among
counthess other innosations, Howland
was the impresanao of boats whose onky
o

this parincrstup. out of the weas that

command was: “ Astonish me

had been coalescing in thelr minds

about the nature of a boat, out of a
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preat sense of camaradene, and out of
lives Ived “messing around in boats,
came bscape, the first A9%900t, 1knch
Concordia vaw! It was built for How-
land's father. Llewcellyn, in 1949 —
Humt s unigue modermsm e xpressing
sl in perfecting the okld

Aficr the coming together there was
A gedng apart — Huomt following the i
vergencies of his mind from one bl
Woaldr sl
g and maintainmg what was 1o prose
the wltimate in the hng
trachition of the schooner vacht

Boat-minded from the beginning

Humt grew up in Duxhbory. Mass_ . and

hiart innevation o another

the last classic

evervihing he knew abent how a2 boat
muoves through the water he leamed as
4 hinv sailing the shallow waters of Py
mouth Bav As a2 voung man he won
many salling trophics: as an adult he
took a world title in the 5.5 Meter
Class. A bnllant helmsman, Hum later
took three straight New London-
Marbhlchead races, the Annapolis-
Newport, and six out of six races at
Cowes om his Concordia. Harmer, with
his family as crew in 1955 Powerful
and athietic, alwavs cheorful and will
ing. he crewed on many ocean races
before World War 11 He loved being
out in a blow. A shy man, Hunt was un-
vomforiable with all the attention his
brilliance drew

Howland lcarned sailing at his fa-
ther's knee. omt of Padanaram on Buz
zards Bay, where the famuly sanumcrncd
In the 19208 he was invited o crew on
many of the famous boats of the age
and met all the great names: Paul Ham-
maond, Clinton Crane, Sherman Host
Perey Chubb, DeCourcy Fales. Perhaps
iowas his small size and abilitics as a
vook — a rare skill on a2 boat — that
made him alwavs welcome. He met
alter the stock market
crash that led o the Grear Depression
they found themselves as under-
emploved stockbrokers, hanging ou
and talkang baoats

In 1942 they established Concordia
Company as an office in Boston 1o de
siggn, build and broker boats. Their firs
ciforn was a frosthiter. The sales tacti
was simple. They woudd appear with the
Boat at a regatta and, with Ray at the
helm, win against the likes of Briggs Cun
ningghiam and Comelins Shiclds. The boat
solbdd mself As Howband wrote. 1 was the
salesman, and Ray was the designer.
was 2 matter of me sclling Ray Hum

It wasn't until 1941 that Concordia
Company began as a boatyard, with
Heorwland s fortusious purchase of South
Whart in Padanaram (see accompany

Hunt when

g stor )

In the straightencd times of the 194k,
Humt and Howand made 2 business con
verting Fishers Island Sound 31s dde-
signed and buglt by Herresholl) for Gami
Iy crusing in Buzzards Bay, moving the
galley aft 1o the main cabin, which was
to become the standard lavout of the
Concordia vawl, Their biggest commis
ston was 10 design 2 65foot schooner

There were 103 Concordia yawis built; the writer's Oriane (pictured) is No. 34 built in 1955,

for Hendon € hoabh to win the Astor Cup
in the 1938 New York Yacht Club
cruise. And win she did. Victorta s lnes
were o be the moded of the first Con-
cordia, desgned Baer that scar

Winds of change

Hurricanes form a big part of that
That fall The
Great New England Humicane of 1938
wrecked Llewellyn Howland's cher-

first Concordia’s story

in comfon, four in 4 pinch, or a young
familyv: be both a davsailer and coastal
crmser. vel be capable of racing off
shore: and abwnve all e sparc, i a New
Eaogghand son of way

She was first named Escape. though
her name was changed to Java alier
being senously damaged in The Crear
Atlantic Hurricane of 1944, Built at the
Casey vard in New Bediond, Mass
linthe under 40 feet because of a Lax on

fir a2

“I was the salesman, and Ray was the designer. It
was a matter of me selling Ray Hunt.”

ished 39-foot Norwegian-built Colin
Archer design, Escape. on the cause
way at the head of Padanaram Harbor,
Mass. He swore he would never sail
aggun Bot Hunt and Howland said they
combd boikd a boat for him that would,
sail on her bottom
be able 10 fit two

as he reguested
and not on her sides

Ray Hunt the innovator,

= Waldo Howland

boats exceeding that lkength, her huill is
the final development in the 1M ycar
tradition of the schooner vacht. After
her time. vacht design radically depan-
ed from the long keel, heavy displace
ment model with long overhangs and
wine-ghiss sections that had evolved
out of that carlicr exemplar. That Hum
the innovator also was the one o per:
fect the odd is a measure of his total un-
derstanding of the nature of a boat
bringing together all that Howland
Howland's father, and he had learmed
in the course of their lves lved in
boats — Fishers Island 41s. Victoria, Es-
cape, even the Sifoot 189G Wm. Fife
designed, Charles Beetle-built topsail
vawl of Howland s grandfather

She was entircly succesaful, and if im
iation is the best form of flaery, the
proofl was in the rapidity with which
the model was copied. Three sister
ships were built between 1939 and
A7, but it was with the purchase of
hull No. 2 (built by Lawley) in 1949 In
Ovster Bay, NY., yachtsman Drayton
Cochran that Concordia was staned as
a class. That year. Cochran, or
“Draviie”™ as he was known, went to
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